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Abstract

This study explores the feasibility of integrating ecotourism in Bandarban, a culturally
rich and ecologically sensitive district in southeastern Bangladesh, as a strategy for sustainable
natural resource management and the socio-economic development of indigenous communities.
Utilizing a mixed-methods research design, the study incorporates qualitative interviews, focus
group discussions, and quantitative online surveys, alongside laboratory analysis of water quality
to evaluate environmental impacts. Findings reveal a growing tension between the benefits of
tourism and its detrimental effects on local communities and ecosystems. Despite the perceived
benefits of tourism for economic development, unregulated tourism practices have led to
environmental degradation, land displacement, and cultural disruption. Although tourists often
identify as environmentally conscious, local accounts highlight pollution, lack of respect for
indigenous customs, and unequal economic distribution. The research underscores the potential
of community-based ecotourism as a sustainable alternative, advocating for inclusive planning,
enhanced local participation, and stronger environmental policies. The study concludes that
ecotourism, when guided by indigenous knowledge, ethical governance, and ecological

responsibility, can serve as a viable model for sustainable development in Bandarban.
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Introduction

The tourism industry grew to become the world’s largest and most influential industry,
which creates important economic advantages, including opportunities for developing nations.
The tourism industry plays a fundamental role in creating income sources and providing jobs
with benefits to advance infrastructure and allow cultural interactions between people. Tourism
delivers various advantages yet causes ecological destruction and social inequality as well as
cultural pattern reduction, although it maintains its usefulness when practiced in distinct cultural
settings (Weaver, 2001). The growing solution to tourism problems is ecotourism, which
combines sustainability with nature conservation, combined with cultural value preservation for
economic growth.

Ecotourism represents “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment
while sustaining the well-being of local people alongside interpretation and education” (The
International Ecotourism Society [TIES], 2015). The three fundamental parts of this definition
emphasize both environmental preservation and community empowerment, together with
educational growth. Ecotourism differs from mass tourism through its commitment to preserving
environmental areas in combination with respecting local cultural heritage while thoroughly
distributing economic gains among indigenous residents. This sustainable method serves as an
appealing choice instead of typical tourism operations in areas holding valuable natural resources
combined with cultural heritage, which suffer from improper tourist management.

The southeastern district of Bangladesh, called Bandarban, demonstrates dual roles as an
attractive area for tourism development, but also faces vulnerability in its tourism industry.
Bandarban, within the Chittagong Hill Tracts region, harbors four indigenous groups, including
the Marma people along with the Bawm and Mro societies and the Tripura tribal community,
who maintain separate cultural traditions, linguistic customs, and economic subsistence patterns.
Tourists increasingly visit the region because it offers mountainous terrain, waterfalls, forests,
and a diverse ethnic population that provides cultural experiences in addition to adventure
tourism. The improved transportation system between Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar enabled
Bandarban to position itself as a national-grade tourism hotspot, which in the past also welcomed

people from outside the country.



The surge in tourism leads to multiple environmental and social pressures that have emerged as a
result. Unregulated, hasty development of luxury housing and tourist establishments has caused
forest loss while displacing wildlife, along with water contamination (Tsypko, 2024). The
expansion of infrastructure, including roads, resorts, and hotels, leads to encroachment on land
spaces that belong to indigenous tribes, thus endangering both their cultural identities and their
basic economic skills. Tourism development objects to sustainability needs because it focuses on
financial success at the expense of resident involvement, while blocking their access to tourism
benefits.

The tourism industry in Bandarban functions as two actions against each other since it
brings national promotion, yet drives environmental destruction and excludes local communities
who create the essential tourism experience. Alternative tourism models such as ecotourism need
urgent establishment because of other current circumstances. Ecotourism presents a possibility to
merge tourism expansion with nature protection and with local community welfare
improvements.

Different countries have applied ecotourism models that guard susceptible ecological
areas while generating business prospects for indigenous communities worldwide. Ecotourism in
Costa Rica succeeded in maintaining tropical rainforests and delivering income opportunities to
persons living in rural areas. The government of Bhutan supports eco-tourism through strategies
that maximize the positive impact of minimal tourism activity, which protects the environment
and cultural heritage, according to Weaver (2001). The mentioned international illustrations
show how ecotourism operates best through established institutional structures, along with local
citizen engagement and absolute environmental respect.

The practice of ecotourism in Bangladesh functions at limited levels with minimal
standardization. The adoption of community-based tourism and green tourism solutions
throughout Bangladesh has shown poor implementation with insufficient enduring planning.
Scheyvens (1999) explains how community-based tourism integrates residents in tourism
planning to achieve fair economic distribution. Such initiatives in Bangladesh encounter limited
success because they face training deficiencies and bad governance, together with restricted
market entry pathways. The focus of green tourism initiatives to decrease carbon emissions

neglects community empowerment throughout their procedures.



Ecotourism can flourish exceptionally well within Bandarban because of its special
socio-ecological features. Through traditional practices such as jhum cultivation and herbal
medicine, and craft production, Indigenous people of this area have learned sustainable
relationship building with their environment. The methods point to an ancient comprehension of
how ecosystems should be managed along with biodiversity conservation. Tourism operators
should incorporate cultural heritage elements into ecotourism operations to provide meaningful
visitor experiences combined with cultural preservation and environmental protection.

The development platform of ecotourism enables local capacity-building as well as
entrepreneurial growth and communal governance. Women who face tourism planning exclusion
can take on important roles throughout the tourism sector, from homestay operations to artisanal
craftsmanship to indigenous culture conveying. The younger generation has vital participation
opportunities in tourism services by providing tour guidance while educating visitors about
nature and doing marketing work online. Through ecotourism, both environmental goals along
social justice objectives receive attention while opening up total developmental capacity for
underprivileged community members.

The adoption of ecotourism operations in Bandarban faces various obstacles. A
successful implementation depends on dependable policy approaches and joint effort between
stakeholders, along with funds for educational development and appropriate ecological capacity
understanding. Modern tourism administration in Bangladesh fails to achieve the required
combination of centralized direction and localized authority needed for planning sustainable
tourism activities. Policies meant to safeguard the environment face regular manipulation by
economic interests that seek short-term profits, while human communities are usually ignored in
development activities controlled by the state government (Islam & Carlsen, 2016).

Growing international recognition of environmental crises aids in creating favorable
future conditions for implementing sustainability-based policies. The development of tourism
models requires attention because they need to simultaneously promote visitor attraction with
ecosystem regeneration and empower local communities. With participatory planning combined
with ethical marketing alongside strong monitoring systems, ecotourism provides effective
solutions for this purpose.

This study aims to evaluate the possibilities of developing ecotourism in Bandarban

through an analysis of its advantages, together with its implementation barriers and success



requirements. The concept establishes ecotourism as an operational structure that implements
sustainable natural resource protection and rural development with full local participation. The
integration of ecotourism would transform Bandarban into a sustainable tourism benchmark for
Bangladesh when guided by indigenous perspectives and environmental responsibility, and
participatory community involvement.

The development of ecotourism represents a necessary solution to overcome standard
tourism-related environmental and social issues that exist in the Bandarban district. The
conservation approach, together with educational programs and local community support of this
region, harmonizes perfectly with its cultural and ecological resources. Sustainable tourism
models have become essential because tourism continues to impact both economic development
and ecological systems within the area of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The research investigates
the possibility of ecotourism to support a fairer and more environmentally friendly tourism

system for the region.

Aim
To pro ecotourism approaches and check its feasibility, propose better natural resource

management of Bandarban without compromising the well-being of the locals.

Objectives:

e To identify key environmental challenges posed by tourism, such as habitat degradation
and pollution, and propose sustainable practices that can mitigate these impacts while
enhancing ecological resilience.

e To propose an alternative approach to tourism that will be environmentally friendly.

e To check the feasibility of the proposed approach.

Research Questions

1. How is tourism impacting the local biodiversity and ecosystem conservation?
2. How can ecotourism be effectively integrated with sustainable resource management
practices to enhance the livelihoods of indigenous populations in Bandarban?

3. What are the challenges faced by the tourist and locals to integrate ecotourism practices?



Literature Review

Global tourism market is 11.39 trillion dollars according to market research and the
recent alarming degradation happening due to tourism is huge not only for the residents but also
for flora and fauna of those regions. Greener initiatives and Eco tourism approaches have been
proposed in various papers and researches are working for the effectiveness of those approaches
depending on the location. Ecotourism is currently a growing industry which benefits both the
environment and local people. But even after many decades the situation has worsened in places

like Bandarban.

Perspective based on Bangladesh

Although CBT didn’t gain much popularity in Bandarban, there is a new initiative in
Rajshahi, Bangladesh working with community based tourism named “Otithi” introduced by
BRAC in
2024 is also a huge hit in this sector. To explore the heritage from the unique Santal

Communities culture it offers every possible thing that a tourist needs to enjoy. (UNB, 2024)

Global insight

Ecotourism is a trendy term internationally and used in many countries around the world.
Bhutan is one of the countries that works tirelessly to achieve sustainability goals and undertake
those challenges by following various approaches.

Currently, Bhutan's high tariff structure makes trekking tourism costly and exclusive,
which may deter some visitors. But most of it goes to locals. Additionally, the insufficient local
tourism infrastructure appears to hinder the growth of ecotourism, despite tourists expressing a
willingness to support such initiatives. Ecotourism is essential for alleviating the negative effects
of conservation policies on rural communities residing in protected areas, as it can enhance local
livelihoods and contribute positively to the economy. (Gurung & Seeland, 2008).There are other
examples of ecotourism all around the world such as Sri lanka, Thailand, Indonesia etc. All of
them have taken different initiatives and designed according to the necessity.The global tourism
market presents both opportunities and challenges. While ecotourism offers a pathway towards
more sustainable practices that benefit local communities and environments, its success depends

on overcoming significant barriers to implementation. As the industry continues to evolve, it is



crucial for stakeholders to prioritize sustainable practices that protect natural resources while
fostering economic growth.Bhutan's tourism policy has the potential for ecotourism development

within protected areas. (fmi, 2024).

Relevant insights on Bandarban

The Chittagong Hill Tracts' Bandarban is home to a variety of ecosystems, such as
indigenous species, tropical forests, and waterfalls. Indigenous groups including the Marma,
Chakma, and Tripura live in the area; they have unique cultural customs and knowledge systems
that are closely related to the environment. Bandarban's distinctive blend of nature and culture
makes it a perfect location for ecotourism projects. It shares borders with Rangunia upazila in
Chittagong district and Rajsthali upazila in Rangamati district in the north. Lama Upazila, which
is part of the Bandarban Hill District, is to the south. The Bandarban Hill District's Ruma and
Rowangchhari upazilas are to the east.g Hill Tracts' Bandarban is home to a variety of
ecosystems, such as indigenous species, tropical forests, and waterfalls. Indigenous groups
including the Marma, Chakma, and Tripura live in the area; they have unique cultural customs
and knowledge systems that are closely related to the environment. Bandarban's distinctive blend
of nature and culture makes it a perfect location for ecotourism projects.

But Current tourism approaches made in Bandarban have no use for the betterment;
rather there are increasing signs of environmental pressures, pollution, unsustainable agricultural
practices and degradation of natural habitats (TIES, 2015). Many researches have been
conducted for integrating the community based tourism so far.There are even pilot projects that
are running through different organisations and researchers. But the implementation is not that
fruitful due to some difficulties such as language barrier, inadequate infrastructure, insufficient
training facilities, shortage of trained human resources, limited access to information, negative
perception and lack of local understanding of CBT, increase in costs of living, and limited
community involvement in decision-making (Habiba, 2024). The locals have shown positive
attitudes toward the community initiative although it’s a safety concern for them.Furthermore,
local participation in green tourism initiatives has been shown to foster cultural preservation and
social cohesion among indigenous groups (Chowdhury, 2020). However, challenges such as over
tourism and infrastructure limitations necessitate strategic management to ensure long-term

sustainability (Ahmed, 2023).Effective policies that prioritize environmental integrity and local



empowerment are crucial for fostering long-term benefits in these regions (Bramwell & Lane,

2000)

Methodology

Study Design:

A mix method of qualitative and quantitative has been used to complete the entire
research. Key informative interviews have been conducted, Focus Group Discussions and
observations were done for the qualitative part. For the quantitative part an online survey has
been conducted and water samples have been collected. Apart from that, grounded theory is used
for the research where the opportunity to develop a model will be increased based on data,
theories and responses to many open ended questions. For the secondary research some credible

online sources will be used.

Study Site:
The study has been conducted in Bandarban as it is based on popular tourist spots like
Nilachol, Nilgiri,Chimbuk, Shoilo Propat and Debotakhum. The nearby areas beside those spots

were used as well.

Study Population:

The people participating in the research are from various backgrounds. The offline
interview has businessmen, housewives, farmers, Businesswomen etc. There are also
participants across Bangladesh from different age groups as well. The total number of

respondents is 200.

Questionnaire Survey Online:

The survey is dedicated for the betterment of communities but it also needs
participation of the tourists. So the online survey questions were some close ended
questions on infographics, tourism, ecotourism and awareness related. It took around 5

minutes to complete the survey which I have used for my research.
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Interviews & FGD:

The key informative interview questions are asked from the people residing nearby to get
more in depth knowledge about the situation they are in now and analyze data using the answers
provided by them. Focus group discussions were also conducted by gathering a group of

interviewees to get group opinion to build a better understanding on the questions asked.
Lab Analysing:

To evaluate the quality of water, various parameters were tested using facilities at the
AUW Chemistry Laboratory. Tests for temperature, dissolved oxygen (DO), Electric
Conductivity and pH were carried out at AUW.

Although pH does not have a direct impact on human health, it is one of the most
important parameters in water treatment operations. Maintaining proper pH levels is essential
throughout the treatment process to ensure effective water clarification and disinfection. The pH

of the samples was measured using a pH meter at the AUW Chemistry Lab.

DO is a critical parameter for assessing water quality and the biological activity within
the water body. It reflects how much oxygen is available for aquatic life and can indicate the
level of pollution. The presence of sufficient dissolved oxygen typically signifies better water

quality. Measurements were taken using the Multiparameter in the AUW lab.

Temperature is a basic physical property that indicates how warm or cold the water is. It
can influence the solubility of chemicals and gases, affect taste, and impact chemical reactions in
water. Generally, cooler water is more pleasant to drink. Water temperature was recorded using

the multipara meter alongside the DO testing at AUW.

Electric Conductivity Meter is for measuring water’s ability to conduct electricity. This
also indicates the presence of ions in the water. So the more pure the water is the conductivity is
very less and higher the conductivity has mixed materials. Such as sea water has a higher amount

of Electric Conductivity. The EC has been checked using the EC meter at AUW.
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Data Analysis:

The data has been collected online and analyzed through google sheets. The data

collected offline are transcribed and analyzed using key codes .

Ethical Considerations:

The Asian University for Women’s Ethical Review committee has approved and done the
consideration after reviewing the participant’s information, consent form and other required
data.The researchers collected informed consent from all participants who took part in the survey
process and interviews, and focus groups, along with observational segments of the study. The
research team explained all project goals and project methods and documented risks and
participant rights to the study members using Bangla to ensure participants fully understood the
information. The respondents had the freedom to ask questions and consent to participating

through writing or spoken agreement, according to their personal choice.

All participants received permission to stop the study at any time with no penalty or adverse
effect on their position. All interviews, together with group discussions, took place in private
rooms to make participants feel comfortable as they disclosed their viewpoints without fear or
reservation. The research adhered to inclusive practices by letting in everyone regardless of their

gender identity, background, ethnicity, or social status.

Every type of gathered information received strict storage measures that protected participant
confidentiality. The physical files required cabinet locks for storage, but the digital files needed
encryption through protected passwords. All personal data that could identify individuals was

first protected through anonymization or complete exclusion from the study.

All participants received full protection of their dignity alongside autonomy control as well as
well-being assurance throughout the research process, which fully complied with research

integrity standards and ethical responsibility boundaries.
Results & Discussion:

From the interviews, FGD and surveys a lot of new and unfamiliar information has come

up about the tourism area, its people and the destruction. To start with the interviews and FGD,
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the main issue was not tourism and the economical help they are getting in fact the trade offs that
they have to pay to get the minimum output possible. The businessmen involved with the
industry are male and female both but they aren't part of the big profitable part of the industry.
They are farmers selling their own produce, tourist guides, local artisans etc. So in a big scenario
the industry and its huge possibilities do not come on the part of benefitting local people.

The Survey was more focused on tourists' point of view on ecotourism and current
tourism approaches and how it is actually harming the locals and their life and livelihood .Most
of the people responded in the survey things that they are responsible traveller and the

percentage is almost 72% which is really very high but then the FGD and interview data have

Do you think you are a Responsible traveler?
154 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Maybe

different saying where the tourists visiting the area polluting water bodies, making sound
pollution and throwing trash at the place near their residence and has no clue while harming
other natural resources. There can be many reasons for people from different backgrounds
choosing Bandarban as the place of recreation and relaxation and major one is the natural
environment along with the scenario, resources present. But as these resources are not anyone's
personal property it has been taken for granted and causes harm to the place and they really do

not care how indigenous people are affected by the actions of their recreation.

While travelling How much do you care about the destination, local people, environment, wildlife? Only
158 responses
50% of
80
79 (50%) the
o0 tourists

51 (32.3%)

40 actually

20

16 (10.1%)




13

care about the destination, environment. wildlife and local people.So other half are actually not
that bothered about the actions they are taking. First of all the preferences the tourists mostly

have coming to Bandarban are given below

Nilachol 101 (77.1%)
Meghla 88 (67.2%)
Nilgiri 83 (63.4%)
Soila Prapat 57 (43.5%)
Debotakhum 59 (45%)

Chimbuk
Remakri
Mirinza

67 (51.1%)
36 (27 5%)
29 (22.1%)

The vulnerability increases with the popularity. The sample and interviews are collected from
most of these spots and that has a record of all these places being farmlands and later turned into
artificial infrastructure for tourism purposes. The residents losing the land for the recreation and
vacation of people is not that fair and then leaving the place they consider there every is the
hardest part for them. The issue may not have arised if that stopped till that. It had taken a turn to
luxury from recreation causing a lot of deforestation, construction, pollution and harming the
indigenous people in many other ways in the name of tourism and development. Better roads for
communication have been made but the locals do not have the privilege to use it for the amount
that costs for transportation. But the sound pollution, air pollution are there and locals suffer

What type of place do you want to spend your night while visiting Bandarban?
158 responses

Camping 83 (52.5%)

Tents 55 (34.8%)

Eco friendly resorts 98 (62%)

Expensive Hotels

Village huts

from safety and security issues too. Although it’s a place of natural beauty, the idea of
showcasing the beauty has been changed and although 62% of the people in the survey prefer
eco-friendly resort and majority are into camping, village huts etc. The places are majorly
consumed with the big hotel businesses and even not all the eco resorts are actually
environmentally friendly because of their way of management of the place and how it was built.
The hotels made in these places cost a lot to spend a night but it would have been very low if it



was made without polluting the environment and not providing the luxuries . From locals
perspective also if new tourism builds up beside the locality the locals have to share the water
source with them as well in some cases.

Do u have any idea of the ways local people residing near the tourist spots source there water from?

158 responses

® Yes
® No

But yet 37.3% People have no idea about where the locals get there water for
drinking. They mostly demand for mineral water for drinking and expect to get that on the
hills.Another reason for increased plastic pollution in those areas which needs to be taken

under control because the locals do not get the privilege to get enough water let alone

What water source do you trust the most for drinking while traveling?

158 responses

@ Local source
@ Boiled / purified
Mineral water

safe drinking water. Only 37.9% of people trust the local source of drinking water. Yet
locals have been drinking this water for their lifetime and interviewees are mostly
confident about the water quality that they are consuming although the scenario should

have been different. The water is neither filtered nor in safe condition.



15

Water Sample Analysis:

The collected water samples are from the tourist spot itself if it is a water body and nearby
sources that locals depend on for drinking water. The parameters according to the water quality

standards and WHO guidelines there are some ideal range of safe drinking water. For

Dissolved oxygen 6 Mg/L

PH 6.5-8.5
Temperature 22 - 30 degree
EC -

To understand the safety we have done the sample testing of all the water samples and the

parameters are DO,PH, Temperature,EC and Algae presence.

Parameters |Nllachcol Chbimbuk Nilgiri Shoilo |Debotakhum
DO 9.7 9.7 11.3 11.3 11.3
PH 8 7.8 8.2 8.1 8.5
TEMPARATURE, 23.6 24 24 .1 23.9 23.6
EC 183 92 91 279 328
Algae N/A Present N/A N/A Present
uv3oznm | Violet Light violet | violet Violet Violet
uv3esnm |Aqua blue| Greenish |Aqua blue| Blueish |Aqua green

This chart shows about Dissolved oxygen from 9.7Mg/L- 11.3Mg/L Which is higher than the set
parameters by WHO. DO is basically the indicator of a good source of drinking water and the
higher the DO is the better quality of water As it supports better aquatic life as well. But
sometimes it is due to algae present in the water in high amounts. After DO we have PH tasted
ranging from 7.8-8.5 which falls in the range of the ideal parameters. The water is Neutral and is
ideal for drinking. It will taste safe and not corrosive to drink. The temperature was also safe.
Electric conductivity of all water samples are 51-328 uS/cm and ideally 50-500 is safe for

drinking. Only Chimbuk and Debotakhums water has the presence of algae in it.
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So sample waters are still safe for drinking still but there are not any necessary steps taken to
keep it clean or safe and with the excessive amount of pollution happening it won’t take much to
lose this in some years. It needs proper management of the places to keep it safe .That is when
ecotourism stands a chance and awareness 1s not just enough to handle the upcoming situation.
The place is losing it’s natural beauty gradually, water sources are losing water and becoming
scarce, trees have been cut for different reasons, aquatic creatures are not found anymore for
those reasons and many of the tourists do not care much about those. But the survey says that

84.2% people think that ecotourism impacts will be helpful for them.

Do you think that ecotourism approaches will be helpful for improving the current condition of the
tourism sites of Bandarban?

158 responses

® Yes
® No
Maybe

Most of them are willing to switch to a better way of enjoying the natural resources
available in those areas and through ecotourism that is viable to an extent as it preserves

nature and deteriorates less than the present approaches.



Would you like to switch to a nature-oriented tourism that prioritizes environmental sustainability
and ecological preservation, aiming to minimize en...te to local communities and conservation efforts?

158 responses

® Yes
® No

Limitations:

17

The research was done only in some of the areas and it was not possible Not able to reach

all tourist spots due to political unrest and limited resources. Some technical issues were
encountered while working in the lab. Difficulties in communicating and convincing for

interviews due to a language barrier.

Conclusion

CHT is a “Land of Promise”, having enormous and rich forest resources and a
huge reserve of potential unexplored mineral resources (Abedin, 2003).Farming and
fertile lands are being used for tourism purposes.Natural resources that people are living
on generations by generations are on the verge of extinction and gradually being replaced
by the artificiality and man made creation and it’s sustainability is at stake . The
Indigenous people have benefited slightly, with lots of drawbacks and tradeoffs. Which is
not good for any of the people. Lack of awareness and proper knowledge of business

among the locals have led them into the condition they are in right now.Tourists play a
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crucial role in impacting the locals that is why the majority of the visitors or tourists need
to be accountable for that. Ecotourism needs cooperation from both sides to make the
approach a success. The research has filled the void of finding out the reasons of the
destruction happening in the area of bandarban and how it’s impacting the local lives in
different ways. It has also opened doors for future research to do research works in this
sector including different specific issues. There is a need for everyone who is using the
immense amount of natural resources and also from the highest authorities steps for

better management of the areas and secure safety of the dependents in those areas.

Recommendations:

e Adapting to the "Leave no trace policy.

e Following the 3R principle ( Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle ).

e Less plastic usage and dependency on mineral water sources, which highly contributes to
the destruction. Avoid packaged food and are willing to consume local food to contribute
to their livelihood.

e [ ocals can do Organic Waste Management (Composting )

e Enjoying nature as it is without any luxurious infrastructure which impacts the
environment.

e Be respectful of the culture and community.

e More aware about the environment.

e Involving local communities in the decision making process.
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Appendix

Questionnaire:

Feasibility of Integrating Ecotourism in Bandarban: A Potential For Natural

Resource Management and Development of Indigenous Communities”

Interview data and informed consent

Hello,

My name is Swe Ning Rong, a final year undergraduate student at the Asian University
for Women. I am majoring in Environmental Sciences. So I am here to invite you to take

part in an interview which will be a part of my senior thesis.

The purpose of the study is to find out the effects of tourism on the community nearby
the spot. You are invited to participate in this study because you are currently residing
near very popular tourist spots and if you choose to participate, you will be asked to
answer questions on your problems related to tourism,impacts (positive and negative),
some of your livelihood activities and some suggestions regarding the changes needed in
current tourism approaches. It is expected that the questions should not take any longer
than 30 minutes.Taking part in this research project is voluntary. You do not have to

participate if you are not willing to and you can withdraw at any time.

By using pen and paper, the research team will take input of your answers and record our
conversation through voice recording. Please note that you will be requested to provide a
sample of drinking water from your household. Additional questions about the family
history might be asked.

By taking part in this research you are acknowledging that you understand the terms of

participation and that you consent to these terms.
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Consent Questions for Participants

I acknowledge that the study has been explained to me. I have also been given the
opportunity to ask questions. In signing this consent form, I acknowledge that [ am a
resident of Bandarban and consent to participate in this study.

0=No 1=Yes.

We would like to collect drinking water samples from your household to understand the
condition of the water. Do you agree that we can collect water?

0=No 1=Yes.

Date and Signature of the interviewee



Structured Questionnaire
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Personal Information:

Date:
Participant ID:
Name:

Age:

Occupation:
Gender:

Location:

Residence Related question:
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1. What is your main source of income? SIS AIF 3T T3 fF?

2. How long have you been living in this area? SIsfey 42 9712 Fovel HEF TN
PA®RA?

3. Have you ever been relocated for any construction of tourism infrastructure? X6
SIFPTIC FoVs 1T Trets 35 SAANE FANS TS FAT XA

4. Are you facing any environmental challenges? If yes, then what are the environmental
challenges you are facing for the location of your residence?a™ I« f& (F1« IfFE51@
ST SR 20=e? AT BT 2T, TR SATATH TN TN Svely sty (e

5. What is the source of your drinking water? SIS AT ST S {57

6. Do you think the water is safe for drinking? 5ol f& F@ F@F 92 A M FAF vy
fersrer?

7. Have you ever faced water scarcity in your area? If yes, what did you do to tackle
water scarcity 7SS AFY fF FAFS AfAg RFGA W@W TIE? I 2T,
OTR( SNV S (FTITT So BT FEA?

Tourism related questions:
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1. How do you feel about the fact that your residence/ neighbourhood is a popular tourist
spot 7SI FTIE/AGT AH(6 TAf=F oo (F+4, 92 [RAF NTATH F[ohs (F3 ?

2. What type of impacts the increasing amount of tourism is having in your daily
life? TACET FHILAT AT AN (el S FI HJCTF TSI (HeAR?

3. Are you getting any benefits due to that?9F (e [ A (F1 ﬂ,ﬁﬁT ARA?

4. Would you have wanted your neighbourhood not to be a tourist spot? S« f& S1R@
ST AT (I = (P 1] 22

5. What changes can you see in the surroundings when the tourist number is less ? and
what happens when it is more? G ST F 2T ACTNCTT AHECT SRS KIGED
(T T S (A =T B AG?

6. What type of behavior do you want from tourists for the betterment of the environment
and the community? SR 432 TENET SHFGT Tels AN T CF M FIR (VF Bt
FF@F AT B1e?

Other Questions:

1. Do you think the current tourism approaches are anyhow in favour of your
development 79T fF M 2 TOAA XGF TH[GSf T AMTATT TSI TEF AT

2. Are you more benefitted or impacted due to tourism? SXGEF FIRCE AT F @&
eI TR S TolfTo TF®T?

3. Is the government taking any initiative for you? STETS fF SITATT Svely (F1 ST
ferre=?

4. Inyour opinion, what initiatives should the government take to resolve this problem?

ST 0@, 92 T A TTFET DI SIS (3T Tfow?




	Abstract 
	Table of Contents 
	 
	Introduction 
	Aim 
	Objectives: 
	Research Questions  

	Literature Review 
	Perspective based on Bangladesh 
	Global insight 
	Relevant insights on Bandarban 

	Methodology 
	Study Design:  
	Study Site: 
	Study Population: 
	Questionnaire Survey Online: 
	Interviews & FGD: 
	Lab Analysing: 
	Data Analysis: 
	Ethical Considerations: 

	Results & Discussion: 
	            Water Sample Analysis: 

	 
	Limitations: 

	Conclusion  
	Recommendations: 
	References 

	 
	Appendix 
	Questionnaire: 


